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Data in this publication were compiled from:

� publicly available and custom digitized files of 990 and 990-PF tax returns provided by the National Center for Charitable Statistics;

� The Foundation Center’s Foundation Directory Online, http://fconline.fdncenter.org/;

� Urban/Rural Continuum Codes by county from the Department of Agriculture, at http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Rurality/ruralurbcon/;

� The Census Bureau’s Georgia Cartographic Boundary Shapefile, at http://www.census.gov/geo/www/cob/bdy_files.html; and

� Religious Congregations & Membership in the United States 2000, Glenmary Research Center, Nashville, TN, and American Church Lists,
http://list.infousa.com/acl.htm.

Analysis was completed by a team of researchers including: Shena Ashley, Ph.D., Chase Bricker, Cara Brown, Grace Chikoto, M.P.A., and Janet Johnson, Ph.D.

This analysis is part of ongoing research on public charities and foundations in the state of Georgia, made possible through a generous grant from the 
Wilbur and Hilda Glenn Family Foundation.

A PDF of this report is available on the Nonprofit Studies Program website, aysps.gsu.edu/nonprofit.
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Nonprofit Georgia summarizes some of the research on the nonprofit sector

conducted by the Nonprofit Studies Program at the Andrew Young School 

of Policy Studies. This analysis reports on Georgia charitable organizations,

including both:

� Public Charities: 501c(3) organizations serving the public benefit in areas 

such as the arts, education, health care, human services, the environment 

and other causes; and

� Private and Public Foundations: 501c(3) organizations that are primarily 

engaged in grant making to other nonprofit organizations or individuals.

The following tables and exhibits are based primarily on an analysis of 990 and 

990-PF tax forms filed by Georgia public charities and foundations. They do not

include public charities with gross revenues under $25,000 annually, nor religious

congregations, as neither of these two groups are required to file 990 forms.

A T  A  G L A N C E georgia



Growth in Georgia’s charitable nonprofit sector has been robust 

in recent years. The number of Georgia public charities has grown

36% from 2000 to 2005, with the number of Georgia foundations

growing 14%.

The growth in revenues of Georgia public charities over this time

period was 54%, for a real growth rate of 36% after adjusting for

inflation. With the real growth in revenues at the same percentage 

as the growth in number of charities, the average revenue size of

Georgia’s charities has remained constant, in real terms. The average

growth of revenues among the largest 10% of public charities in 

2000 was just slightly below the average growth of all charities, at

52%, also suggesting that revenues in the sector have not become

more concentrated.

In 2005, the 1,573 foundations headquartered in Georgia 

(independent, corporate, community, and operating foundations,

as well as grant making public charities) held $11 billion in assets 

and gave more than $721 million in grants. Between 2000 and 2005,

foundation assets decreased by 16% in real dollars after adjusting 

for inflation, but giving decreased by only 3% in real dollars. Most 

of the philanthropic wealth is concentrated among a minority of

foundations. There were 127 foundations in 2005 that held $100

million or more in assets; they accounted for 86% of the total assets

and 78% of total giving.
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SIZE AND SCOPE OF GEORGIA’S PUBLIC CHARITIES AND FOUNDATIONS

% change GA as a %
GA 2000 GA 2005 % change in constant $ US 2005 of US

PUBLIC CHARITIES

Number of Public Charities 5,236 7,119 36% — 312,917 2.3%

Revenues of Public Charities (in billions) $16.1 $24.7 54% 36% $1,168 2.1%

Average Revenue Size of Public Charities (in millions) $3.1 $3.5 13% 0% $3.7 —

FOUNDATIONS

Number of Foundations 1,383 1,573 14% — 71,095 2.2%

Total Assets (in billions) $11.6 $11.0 -5% -16% $550 2.0%

Total Giving (in millions) $660.9 $721.9 9% -3% $36,403 2.0%

RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS1 15,097

1Based on data from Glenmary Research Center and American Church Lists. Religious congregations are not included in subsequent analyses.
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The growth in Georgia’s public charities has varied considerably 

by subsector. Total revenue in international organizations doubled

from 2000 to 2005. Revenues in environmental as well as public and

societal benefit organizations also grew significantly more than the

average. Although the number of human service organizations grew

at an above average rate of 49% over this five year period, revenues

in this subsector grew at only 48%, somewhat below the overall

average for all subsectors. Only one subsector experienced a decline

in revenues over this period. Total revenues in the arts, culture 

and humanities field fell 5%, for a decline of 16% in real dollars or

purchasing power. Much of this decline is the result of one very large

organization whose revenues fell 31% between 2000 and 2005.

However, even excluding this organization, revenues in the arts,

culture and humanities subsector rose only 12% in actual dollars

between 2000 and 2005, for a decline of 1% in real purchasing power.

GEORGIA’S PUBLIC CHARITIES BY SUBSECTOR

NUMBER OF PUBLIC CHARITIES TOTAL REVENUES (IN MILLIONS)
% change in

Subsector GA 2000 GA 2005 % change GA 2000 GA 2005 % change constant $

Arts, Culture and Humanities 479 563 18% $366 $347 -5% -16%

Education (including higher ed) 1,037 1,262 22% $4,283 $6,268 46% 30%

Health (including hospitals) 615 722 17% $7,626 $11,761 54% 36%

Environment 177 261 47% $92 $171 85% 64%

Human Services 1,746 2,593 49% $1,886 $2,798 48% 31%

International 42 104 148% $658 $1,331 102% 79%

Public and Societal Benefit 596 674 13% $868 $1,538 77% 57%

Other or Unknown Sector 544 940 73% $282 $492 74% 54%

Total 5,236 7,119 36% $16,063 $24,705 54% 36%

VARIATION BY SUBSECTOR OF  PUBLIC  CHARITY



Average revenue size of public charities also varies greatly by subsec-

tor, as some subsectors with the fewest organizations have the largest

share of sector revenues. The pie charts on this page highlight this

relationship, by separating higher education from the educational

subsector, and separating hospitals from the health subsector. In 2005,

nonprofit hospitals made up only 1% of all public charities in Georgia,

but comprised 38% of all public charity revenues. Similarly, nonprofit

institutions of higher education made up only .9% of all public charities

in Georgia, but comprised 18% of all public charity revenues. The

smaller average revenue size of human service organizations is

reflected in the fact that they comprised 37% of all public charities 

in Georgia, but only 11% of all public charity revenues.
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PUBLIC CHARITIES BY SUBSECTOR, 2005 REVENUES OF PUBLIC CHARITIES BY SUBSECTOR, 2005
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Not surprisingly, Atlanta is the center of the greatest concentration 

of public charities and foundations. In 2005, Fulton and DeKalb

Counties together hosted 34% of Georgia’s public charities, and 

52% of the state’s public charity revenues. Fulton had the most public

charities of any county in the state, more than double that of DeKalb,

which was next highest. Fulton County also includes larger charities;

the median revenue size for public charities in Fulton County was the

highest, at $221,185. However, the growth of public charity revenue

from 2000 to 2005 in Fulton County, at 33%, was notably lower 

than the statewide average of 54%, while DeKalb County had public

charity revenue growth of 80%, substantially above the average.

GEORGIA’S PUBLIC CHARITIES IN URBAN AND RURAL COUNTIES

2005 2005
NUMBER OF PUBLIC CHARITIES TOTAL REVENUES (IN MILLIONS) Largest Org. Median

% change in by Rev. Size Rev. Size
GA 2000 GA 2005 % change GA 2000 GA 2005 % change constant $ (in millions) (in thousands)

Fulton County 1,351 1,629 21% $5,251 $7,001 33% 18% $636.6 $221.2

DeKalb County 565 800 42% $3,184 $5,745 80% 60% $3,002.1 $203.3

Other Urban Counties 2,593 3,676 42% $6,424 $10,198 59% 40% $875.5 $113.9

Rural Counties 727 1,014 39% $1,204 $1,761 46% 29% $241.7 $117.6

Total 5,236 7,119 36% $16,063 $24,705 54% 36% $3,002.1 $138.6

VARIATION BY COUNTY



In 2005, 46% of Georgia’s foundations were located in Fulton and

DeKalb Counties, with Fulton County alone hosting 37%. Over half 

of the largest foundations (those with $10 million or more in assets)

were located in Fulton County, however, 63% of foundations in Fulton

County reported assets of less than $1 million. The growth in the

number of foundations from 2000 to 2005 was largest in DeKalb

County, but urban counties outside of Fulton and DeKalb showed 

the greatest growth in foundation assets. Rural counties experienced

a 23% growth in the number of foundations between 2000 and 2005,

and accounted for 6% of total foundation assets statewide in 2005.

9

GEORGIA’S FOUNDATIONS IN URBAN AND RURAL COUNTIES

2005 2005
NUMBER OF FOUNDATIONS TOTAL ASSETS (IN MILLIONS) Largest Org. Median

% change in by Asset Size Asset Size
GA 2000 GA 2005 % change GA 2000 GA 2005 % change constant $ (in millions) (in thousands)

Fulton County 588 589 0% $8,914 $7,496 -16% -26% $1,950.7 $498.7

DeKalb County 86 133 55% $276 $364 32% 17% $45.1 $483.3

Other Urban Counties 571 681 19% $1,766 $2,489 41% 25% $406.3 $260.0

Rural Counties 138 170 23% $612 $666 9% -4% $197.3 $242.8

Total 1,383 1,573 14% $11,568 $11,016 -5% -16% $1,950.7 $346.0
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The maps on this page show the number of reporting public charities 

and the number of reporting foundations for each of Georgia’s 

159 counties in 2005. Almost 40% of Georgia counties (62 of them)

had five or fewer reporting public charities. Of this group, 12 coun-

ties had no reporting public charities (although they may have had

smaller charities with less than $25,000 in annual gross receipts that

were not required to report). A total of 54 counties had no report-

ing foundations in 2005.
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NUMBER OF GEORGIA PUBLIC CHARITIES 
BY COUNTY, 2005

NUMBER OF GEORGIA FOUNDATIONS 
BY COUNTY, 2005

LOCATION

� Fulton/DeKalb (2429)
� Other Urban Counties (3676)
� Rural Counties (1014)

LOCATION

� Fulton/DeKalb (722)
� Other Urban Counties (681)
� Rural Counties (170)



Similarly, the maps on this page show the aggregate revenues 

of Georgia’s public charities and the aggregate assets of Georgia’s

foundations, by county.
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TOTAL REVENUES OF GEORGIA PUBLIC CHARITIES 
BY COUNTY, 2005

TOTAL ASSETS OF GEORGIA FOUNDATIONS 
BY COUNTY, 2005

� <= $0
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� $500,000 – $1 million
� $1 million – $5 million
� $5 million – $50 million

� $50 million – $1 billion
� $1 billion and over

TOTAL REVENUES/TOTAL ASSETS RANGE
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It follows that Atlanta, as a center of population and industry, would

have more nonprofit activity than other areas in the state, but it 

is also the case that the core of the metro area attracts nonprofit

organizations and revenues over and above simply its share of popu-

lation and income. The revenues of public charities per capita in both

Fulton and in DeKalb Counties were over seven to eight times as

large as the average per capita revenues of public charities in other

urban counties. Total revenues as a percent of aggregate personal

income in these two counties were over four to six times as large 

as the average for other urban counties.

PUBLIC CHARITY REVENUES PER CAPITA 
BY COUNTY, 2005

PUBLIC CHARITY REVENUES AS A PERCENT OF
AGGREGATE PERSONAL INCOME IN THE COUNTY, 2005

Fulton DeKalb Avg. for Other Avg. for
County County Urban Counties Rural Counties

$10,000

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

$0

Fulton DeKalb Avg. for Other Avg. for
County County Urban Counties Rural Counties

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

$7,493

$999 $765

$8,057

24.3%

5.5% 5.0%

37.5%



Drawing any conclusions about the effect of high levels of public

charity revenue on social welfare in a county is problematic with-

out information on the sources of funding and the destination of

expenditures. High charitable revenues may result from hosting 

the headquarters of one or more very large national charities, the

majority of whose revenues do not flow out to the local community.

Nonetheless, the presence of the charity offices can contribute to

the demand for goods and services in that locale. High charitable

revenues may also reflect a high willingness and ability of county

residents to contribute to local charities, which may then distribute

charitable resources inside or outside the county. Or high charitable

revenues may reflect a high level of resources coming in to local

charities from outside the county for distribution within the county.

The following table summarizes the charity revenues per capita in

counties with relatively high poverty rates versus relatively low

poverty rates. Whether the results, showing higher levels of charity

revenues in poorer counties, can be interpreted as a role that chari-

ties are playing in increasing the social welfare of poorer counties

awaits further analysis planned by the Nonprofit Studies Program.

PUBLIC CHARITY REVENUES IN HIGH AND LOW POVERTY COUNTIES IN GEORGIA, 2005

REVENUES OF PUBLIC CHARITIES REVENUES OF HUMAN SERVICE

ORGANIZATIONS ONLY

As a % of Aggregate As a % of Aggregate
Per Capita Personal Income Per Capita Personal Income

Avg. for Counties with Poverty $473 2.2% $122 0.6%

Rate <10% (n=30)

Avg. for Counties with Poverty $784 5.4% $229 1.6%

Rate >20% (n=45)

13
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The Nonprofit Studies Program recently initiated research on the

distribution of Georgia’s foundation dollars, and initial work has

focused on Georgia’s ten largest private and community foundations

(ranked by total giving). These top ten accounted for 49% of all

foundation giving and 36% of total foundation assets in Georgia in

2005. Only two of the ten foundations are located outside of Fulton

County; only one is located in a rural county.

10 LARGEST GEORGIA FOUNDATIONS BY TOTAL GIVING, 2005

Total Giving Assets Location County
Foundation Name (in millions) (in millions) (County) Type

Robert W. Woodruff Foundation $101.0 $1,950.7 Fulton Urban

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta $44.4 $400.0 Fulton Urban

UPS Foundation $39.7 $36.8 Fulton Urban

Marcus Foundation $35.3 $195.5 Fulton Urban

J. Bulow Campbell Foundation $28.9 $561.7 Fulton Urban

Arthur M. Blank Foundation $27.8 $54.9 Fulton Urban

Coca-Cola Foundation $23.9 $64.0 Fulton Urban

Goizueta Foundation $21.9 $387.9 Fulton Urban

Bradley-Turner Foundation $17.4 $138.9 Muscogee Urban

Callaway Foundation $11.9 $197.3 Troup Rural

Total for Top 10 Foundations $352.2 $3,987.6

TRENDS IN GIVING BY GEORGIA FOUNDATIONS
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Work to date has tracked the grant making of these top ten founda-

tions in 2005; grants comprised 91% of the dollars given by these

foundations that year. More than 6,000 grants were made. Geo-

graphical analysis shows that a greater proportion of these grants

were given to organizations located outside of Georgia; however,

in-state organizations received the bulk of foundation grant dollars

(73% versus 27%). In-state giving favored educational organizations

(36% of in-state grant dollars) and human service organizations 

(16% of in-state grant dollars). Of the grant dollars that remained

within the state, over half supported organizations in Fulton County.

Rural counties received 4% of foundation grant dollars and 2% 

of grants; the majority of the grants awarded to rural organizations

originated in a rural county.

DISTRIBUTION OF GRANTS BY GEORGIA’S 10 LARGEST FOUNDATIONS, 2005

Location of Grantee Total # of Grants Total Amount of Grants (in millions) % of Grants % of Grant Dollars

Fulton County 1,578 $132.3 26% 41%

DeKalb County 193 $28.5 3% 9%

Other Urban Counties 544 $58.1 9% 18%

Rural Counties 111 $13.7 2% 4%

Total in Georgia 2,426 $232.5 40% 73%

Out of State 3,634 $85.9 59% 27%

Unknown* 79 $0.6 1% 0%

Total, All Grants 6,139 $319.0 100% 100%

*Small grants with insufficient information to be geographically located



  
ANDREW YOUNG SCHOOL

 O F  P O L I C Y  S T U D I E S  

The Nonprofit Studies Program of the Andrew Young School of

Georgia State University strives to educate the next generation 

of nonprofit leaders, foster research on the nonprofit sector,

and bridge theory and practice in the creation and dissemination 

of knowledge. For more information about the program,

please contact:

Nonprofit Studies Program

Andrew Young School of Policy Studies

14 Marietta Street, NW, 3rd Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

404-413-0133

nonprofitstudiesprogram@gsu.edu

aysps.gsu.edu/nonprofit
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